ANNUAL REPORT

On the Key Outcomes of Scientific Research and Organizational Activities at the
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of the National Academy of Sciences of
Armenia in 2024.

1. The most important results of the activities of 2024 of Shirak Center for Armenolo-
gical Studies of the RA NAS are as follows:

"Within the scientific framework of "Archaeological and Historical-Ethnographic

Studies of Shirak-3" (supervisor: PhD in History, Armen Hayrapetyan)

a. Excavations at the Bronze-Iron Age fortress-settlement of Jradzor have continued,
centering mainly on the area near the top of the fortress hill. In the 11x11 m excavation area,
8.20x8.30m building was uncovered, oriented to the north and situated on the hill's bed-
rock. The entrance was located to the south. Sections of 1-4 rows of walls have been preser-
ved in some areas. The walls were made from tuff and sometimes basalt and placed on a
smoothed and processed bedrock. Near the entrance in the southern part, the bedrock ser-
ved as a plinth. Fragments from the structure were found in the earthwork covering it, in-
cluding a stone with a cross, a benefactor's stone, and other items. The findings show that
the structure was reused during the Middle Ages. The excavated rectangular building, with
interior dimensions of 5.5x5.5m, draws similarities to the construction techniques of the
Urartian cult buildings. Similar structures have been found in other Urartian sites in Arme-
nia (Arin Berd, Karmir Blur, Argishtikhinili) and the Urartian texts mentioned susi are dedi-
cated to the main God of the Urartian pantheon, Khaldi. The western section of the wall sur-
rounding the top of the conical hill was also cleared of stones displaced during the excava-
tion. A new entrance was created, leading to the summit, with ramparts and towers featu-
ring hemispherical bases. This wall was likely constructed in the Iron Age and was later mo-
dified during the Middle Ages.

b. The term "Lulu tribes," as mentioned in the inscription of Argishti | on the occasion
of the founding of Erebuni, has been the subject of scholarly analysis. The etymological stu-
dies of specific names suggest that Argishti used the term "Lulu" to refer to the inhabitants
of the regions within present-day Armenia, stretching from the Ararat Valley to the Aghstev
Valley. The term "Lulu" appears to be a derogatory label, employed by the king to characte-
rize these groups as "barbarians." Through this inscription, Argishti mirrors the perceived
backwardness of the fish-based economy and the cult of the "fish man," contrasting it with
the more developed agricultural economy and anthropomorphic religious practices of Urar-
tu.

c. The studies were conducted to reveal the works of individual ashughs by deeply
analyzing their heritage and prominent Armenian ashugh centers. Using the example of
Alexandrapol, the historical preconditions for the formation of the Armenian ashugh craft
unions were also studied. Within the context of the coexistence of inherited traditions and
transformations, their historical and cultural foundations in medieval ashugh art were also
examined.



2. The main results of 2024 obtained with basic financing

In 2024 Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS RA continued to carry
out the project “Archaeological and Historical-Ethnographic Studies of Shirak-3"
(supervisor: Armen Hayrapetyan, PhD in History):

In the field of Archaeology - Archaeological exploration was conducted in the
Ashotsk and Amasia regions of Shirak, covering areas such as the upper Akhuryan River,
the Arpa Lake basin, and the southern, western, and southeastern slopes of Achkasar, as
well as the Bavra plain and the Hartashen-Tashir highway. The aim was to uncover new
monuments, digitize them, collect surface material, and monitor previously discovered sites.
As a result, both known monuments were documented through photos and records, while
new sites were discovered, including tomb mounds and caves in the Hartashen, Jradzor,
Hoghmik, and Kaps communities. Additionally, the study of the Ashotsk plateau's fortificat-
ion system continued, revealing around two dozen castles.

In the field of Historiography- The etymology of specific toponyms has demonstrated
that the geographical name Dayaeni (or Diaukhi), as mentioned in Assyrian cuneiform ins-
criptions, has Indo-European-Armenian roots. Additionally, the names of the rulers of Daya-
eni, Sieni, and Asia, exhibit Armenian origins. The name Sieni is associated with the cult of
the oak, while Asia corresponds to the cult of the ash tree. These names are interpreted as
objective representations of the mythological connection between the "tree," the "Tree of
Life," and the "king". The ethnographic research on the historical region of Tayk has conti-
nued, with special emphasis on the history of Armenian Catholic settlements within the re-
gion during the 16th to 19th centuries. Further research has focused on the 19th century in
the Alexandropol province, paying attention to the social and economic conditions of the lat-
ter half of the century. In the context of examining the educational and cultural life of the
Alexandropol province, attention has been directed toward the literary contributions of A.
Aprikyan and P. Beburyan. Moreover, the 1920 Olti battles, recognized as a precursor to
the Turkish-Armenian War of 1920, have become the subject of dedicated study.

In the field of Ethnography - The research conducted in the field explores the
traditional and emerging roles of women in Leninakan during the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. It examined the role of women's involvement in factory production and identified the
main socio-behavioral features of their professional groups and subgroups, as well as their
professional identities. The research was also conducted on the examination oral heritage of
the Shirak region. The main field of research areas included lyrical and paremiological
folklore. The group members of the field have analyzed the folklore genres that remain do-
minant in Gyumri. Additionally, the trends of population aging in the Shirak region have
been analyzed, with a basic focus on the significant rise in the number of people of retire-
ment age over the past 33 years.

In the field of Folklore Studies - by following three interdisciplinary approaches, the
group members have studied the Shirakian lullaby text songs. Paremilogical studies have al-
so attracted the attention of the group, specifically oaths found in children's folklore (folk-
lore based on beliefs).

In the field of Art Studies - The analysis of the typological and stylistic characteristics
of the Shirakian lamentations and lullaby genres was further explored. Philological, source-
based, and musicological studies were conducted to uncover the compositional, structural,
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and expressive qualities of the collected field material. A thorough architectural examination
of the medieval Armenian schools of Ani-Shirak and Tayk-Gugark was carried out, focusing
on the walls of the Ani Catholic and Tayk Oshkvank main churches. Those buildings reflect
the formation of their respective architectural schools and played a significant role in
shaping the development of Armenian traditional wall art.

In 2024, the Center’s scientific activities led to the publication of the following books:
Tayk. Historical-Pedagogical Study: Part B (Arsyatspor) (208 pages), Lullabies in Modern
Manifestations of Traditional Music of Shirak (189 pages), The Tradition of Armenian Craft
Unions (186 pages), Birth and Child Rearing Shirak (222 pages), the first (224 pages) and
second (230 pages) issues of "Scientific Works" periodical (Issue 27), the first (143 pages)
and second (226 pages) issues of "Armenological Readings" periodical, Tayk at the Crossro-
ads of History (286 pages), Ethnographic-Philosophical Readings (186 pages), Problems of
Armenian Traditional Music (168 pages), and Apinyan Readings: Modern Issues of Traditio-
nal Music (170 pages). In addition, 59 scientific articles were published (13 of which were
international), along with 47 conference reports (11 abroad). Notable publiccations also
included the Ethnographic-Folkloristic Readings 4th Republican edition (14 parts) and Api-
nian Readings: 4th Republican Scientific Conference on Modern Basic Problems of Traditio-
nal Music (with 20 participants).

The Center organized four archaeological sites, 12 ethnographic scientific expeditions,
and 25 seminars. Supported by the All-Armenian Foundation for Armenological Studies, an
international scientific conference titled "Historical Tayk at the Crossroads of History (Histo-
rical-Cultural Combinations)" was held from September 28-30, with 30 participants, four of
them were from abroad. Other key events included the Second International Summer
School of Young Archaeologists (July 1-8, with 12 participants, six from abroad) and the
Shirak Architecture from Ancient Times to Our Days summer school (July 15-21, with 18
participants). Throughout the year, the Center’s activities were highlighted on its Facebook
page, the trilingual website of the Center (www.shirakcenter.sci.am), and the bilingual web-
site of the NAS SCAS “Scientific Works” periodical (www.shiraksciworks.sci.am), providing
detailed updates on its scientific, scholarly, artistic, and publishing work.

\

The Director of the SCAS PhD in History A. Hayrapetyan




3. The results achieved in 2024 via thematic financing means

During the reporting year, two scientific themes were carried out at the Center as a
result of the competition for scientific topics under the "Thematic Financing of Scientific
and Technical Activities" by the Higher Education and Science of RA Ministry of Education,
Science, and Culture and Sport. These themes were: a) "Tayk in the 9th-11th centuries
(Historical-Architectural study)” and b) "Armenian Ashugh Art in the Light of History."
The theme "Children’s Folklore of Shirak" has been underway since October 2022 as part
of the "Program for supporting young scientists - 2022."

a. In the final year of the thematic financing project “Tayk in the IX-XI cc (Historical
and Architectural Study”) (sup.: A. Akopov, PhD in History) a scientific expedition was
conducted in the Republic of Turkey. During this expedition, over 100 historical and cul-
tural monuments, both well-known and lesser-known, created by Apostolic, Chalcedonian,
and Catholic Armenians, were documented, photographed, and subjected to historical and
architectural analysis. These included fortresses, castles, churches, monasteries, chapels,
bridges, springs, stone monuments, and buildings of civic significance. As part of this the-
me, an international conference titled "Historical Tayk at the Crossroads of History (His-
torical-Cultural Combinations)" was organized and held from September 28 to 30, 2024.
The results of the work were compiled into five scientific articles (including one published in
the 16th volume of the journal Proceedings in Archaeology and History of Ancient and
Medieval Black Sea Region, which was indexed in the SJR Q1 quartile), four conference
reports, one collection of articles, one collective monograph titled TAYK. Historical-Archi-
tectural-State Study: Part B (Arsyatspor), and three scientific seminars.

b. Within the framework of the thematic financing project “Armenian Ashugh Art in
the Light of History” (sup.: PhD in Art Studies, H. Harutyunyan), the main outcomes for
the reporting period have been summarized in two monographs: “The Tradition of Asugh
Art” and “Lullaby Songs in Modern Manifestations of Shirak Traditional Music.” Additio-
nally, ten reports were delivered at international conferences, and six scientific seminars
were conducted. A total of fourteen articles were published in various peer-reviewed aca-
demic journals, both within the Republic of Armenia and internationally. Furthermore, two
articles were submitted for publication: “Armenian Ashugh Famous Centers” (to Folk Life -
Journal of Ethnological Studies, SR Q1) and “Professional Characteristics of Armenian
Ashugh Art” (to Journal of Folklore Research, SR Q2).

One key scientific innovation presented during the reporting period pertains to the
activities of the ashugh brotherhoods, which evolved into a guild or association of
craftsmen.

c. “Within the framework of “Children’s Folklore in Shirak” (sup.: H. Matikyan,
PhD in Philology), H. Matikyan, the project leader, had a business trip to the United States
(State of Wisconsin, city of Milwaukee) from July 18 to August 5. This visit was aimed at
engaging in collaborative work with the foreign project partner, Professor Simon Bronner.
From October 7 to 9, H. Matikyan participated in the International Komitas Studies Confe-
rence in Vienna, where she delivered a report titted Composition Mechanisms of Lulla-
bies in the Modern Musical Folklore of Shirak.

In 2024, H. Matikyan's monograph, Birth and Child Rearing in Shirak was pub-
lished. The book includes a comprehensive preface, conclusion (in both Armenian and Eng-
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lish), a dictionary of children's speech, as well as text and notated examples of Shirak lulla-
bies. Furthermore, a co-authored work with H. Harutyunyan, Lullabies in Modern Mani-
festations of Shirak Traditional Music, was also released. This work was published by the
AICA-Armenia Institute of Contemporary Art, a recognized institution listed in the Web of
Science's Book Citation Index. Additionally, a methodological manual titled «Modern Usage
of Children's Folklore in Shirak» was published by Eldorado in 2024.

Throughout the reporting period, the research group participated one international
conference and published one scientific article.

The Director of the SCAS PhD in History @m A. Hayrapetyan
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List of publications for 2024.

Monographs, collections
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The articles were published in the periodical collection of articles ‘Scientific Works’
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5. Uwwnpljwu £.£,, Pwuwdbwjhu dunnwédnnnypiniup Shpwyh dwuljwlwu pwlwhjniuw-
Ywu wnbpuwnbipnid, k9 176-182:

6. Mbwnpnujwu L.U., Uh wwpbpgh wnbpunh ywwdwlywu b shuwlwu pwnwnphsubph
dwuht, ko 152-159:

7. MGnpnujwu U.S., «Lnynw gbintiph W Nwwqw Gpyph punyeh 2nipy, Lo 18-30:
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8. vwswuinpjwu S.4., <wjpwwbinywu U.U, Pwyunnu Pniquunhg dhusl wjuop ("twna-
qwdwpwuwlwu dhwynpubph puuniyeniu), ke 63-77:

The articles were published in the periodical collection of articles ‘Scientific Works’
of the Shirak Centre for Armenological Studies of NAS RA, Gyumri,
2024, vol. 2 (27), 230 pp.

1. Pnjuwgjwu U.S., Chpwyh dwpgh puwysniejwu wnpwwnigjwt dwlwpnuyp bW qup-
gwgdwu dhnnwdubpp  XXn. ytpohu XXI uygppu, ko 196-208:

2. Cwjpwybtivnywu U.U., Shunwlwu [pwunnt, by 209-223:

3. Cwpnipynttjwu £.£., Uwwnhyjwu £.£., <inhtwlwihtu opnputiph jnipwhwwnny npubn-
pnudubiph dwupt, FUU LKL YGunpnuh «Ghunwlwt wfuwnneginiuutip», Snudph,
2024, 2 (28), ko 124-140:

4. <ndhwuthuyjwt MM, Uwhwlwu Y.U. $nudpne pwtwynp dwnwugniygjwtu Jbpini-
onypjwu thnpd (1983-93 pr. gpwnjwd  pwlwhjnuwywt Uynyebiph hhdwu Ypw), k9
141-158:

5. Matikyan H., Ghrejyan L., Elements of Beliefs and Cult in the Oaths of Shirak (Inter-
disciplinary Study), p. 159-172.

Articles published in the collection of articles ‘Tayk at the Crossroads of History’,
Gyumri, 2024, 286 pp.

1. Unwdjwu U.hu., bLwhwwnwlwu *.U., UWynyny W.U., Mwndwlwl Swjp bwhwugh
Upujwgthnp quywnh unpwhwjwn yhdwagpwlwu unysh ybpndnieginiup, Ly 128-142:

2. Ujbpuwujwu 4.4, fenipp-hwjuywt wwwnbpwqdh wnweoht thnyp (1920p. hniuhu-
hnywbtdptin), ko 174-191:

3. UWynwyny UW.U, Lwhwwnwyjwu +.U., Cwjpwwbnywu U.U., luninnponiph wywundwbwp-
mwpwwbitnwlwu hnpwpdwuubph wnbnuagpnyejwu W wpnh yhdwyh 2nipg, Lo 102-
113:

4. UJwgjwu h.E., Mwwundwywu Swipp nipupunwywt uygpuwnpjniputipnid, ko 22-32:

5. Pwqbjwt Y.M., Swiph hwjtph qpundniupubiph onipyg, ko 143-158:

6. Sphgnpuu WL, Sphgnpwt U.U., Lwhwwnwlwi U, Nwundwlywu Swiph
Upujwgthnp W Npwnt quwdwnubph wjwunwywu puwybih nubph b hwdwhpubph
dwpunwpwybtinwlywu wnwuduwhwunynyeinwiutipp b gniqwhtinubpp, k9 93-101:

7. <ndhwutuhujwu M., Uwhwywu Y.U. Shpwljwu nunbuwnp’ wjwunwlwu Yeugwnh
Ywplnp pwnyuwgnighs, ke 256-271:

8. Uwwhlywu £.£., Mwwundwlwu opnpp npwtiu yGpwpuwnpynn dwup (Swyph b Shpw-
Uh opnpubiph puunieniu), ko 205-211:

9. Uypwngwu L.U., Upbdnjwu Chpwyh wdpwohtwywu hwdwlwpgp -1 hwqupwd-
jwynud. pwpinbqugpnid b pywjuwgnid, ty 212-221:
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10. Lwhwwnwlywu .U, Uynwyny W.U., Puwwdwjpwohtwlywu hhduwlwu ulygpniup-
ubipp Swypnud, b 114-127:
11. MGnpnuywtu U.S., twywbuh Gpyph wppwjwuniuubiph o2nipyg, ke 7-21:

The articles were published in the periodical collection of articles ‘Armenological
Studies Readings’ of the Shirak Centre for Armenological Studies of NAS RA,
Gyumri, 2024, part 1, Ethnography-Folklore, 142 pp.

1. Pwgbjwu 4., LEupuwywuh Ywuwug unp dwutwghwnnieginiuubpp hwupwht wp-
wnwnpnijwu dbo 1920-1940-wlwu ppe., by 6-23:

2. Cwpnpnujwu £.£., Luhutwywuh pwnwpwjht dnnnypnwywt tpgp Gpwdonwgbin
<. Uthhujwuh gpwnnwdubipnid, kg 23-37:

The articles were published in the periodical collection of articles ‘Armenological
Studies Readings’ of the Shirak Centre for Armenian Studies of NAS RA, Gyumri,
2024, part 2, Musicology, 170 pp.

1. Uuwwnpuwu U.L., Ytinpgh Shgpwunyp U. luwswnpuup pwimubpnd hnidwbhunw-
Ywu qunuthwpubph wpnwhwjndwu dwuhu, £y 156-164:

2. Cwpnpeniuywtu £.£., <wy dhouwnuwpjwt gnuwtwlwu wpygGunh dh pwuh punpnhs-
utiph 2ntny, k9 73-89:

3. Uwwnplwu £.£., Unjuph hwpuwttlwu Gpgbiph punygwaghpp <nqutith Oppbijnt gpw-
nnudubph hwdwwwwnltpnud, Ly 146-154:

4. Mbwpnuywu L.U., «Gph, Gph jwunpd» dnnnypnwywt tpgh unghwj-inbnbuwyw
htiuph dwuhu, k9 118-129:

5. Uwhwlywu Y.U., <ndhwtutuhujwu .M., « fwnwpywsd puh» hwdwfunwuhy niubkgnn
punwuppubip (kpunhngbpwlwlwu nwnwWuwuhppteintu), ke 165-184:

The Director of the SCAS PhD in History A. Hayrapetyan

Scientific secretary PhD in Histor%
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