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NEW DATA ON THE IRON AGE MONUMENTS OF
NORTHEASTERN ARMENIA
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The data of monuments excavated in the nordast of the Armenian
highlands testify to BC. | millennium about the militarization of the region and
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the formation of new cultural realities. The latter shed new light especially on
spiritual-religious life. Combining these facts, we get an opportunity to form an
idea about the social structure of ancient society, its spiritual and religious life.
The purpose of the article is to puinto scientific circulation a group of newly
discovered monuments of the territory of NorthEastern Armenia, to discuss
them in the context of both local and regional archaeological realities.

Keywords Northeast Armenia, Koti, Ayrum, Shnogh, cyclopean fortress,
human-like statue, pottery, metal.
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BONE OBJECTS®UND DURING THE EXCAVATIONS OF
THE LORI FORTRESS IN 2022023

MHER KHECHOYAN

Scientific Research Center of Historical and Cultural Heritagirmenia
khechoyan.mher@mail.ru

ARMAN NALBANDYAN

Scientific ResearctCenter of Historical and Cultural Heritage
Institute °f Archaeol ogy ,Amedia Et h
hnagetyan18@gmail.com

In recent years, within the framework of various programs of restoration
and conservation of monuments, archaeological excavations of medieval
monuments have been gaining momentum. The most abundant material found
in medieval archaeological sites, if ceramics are excluded, is the osteological
material. These are mostly the remainsf various types of domestic animals,
cattle and small cattle, horses, pigs, birds, rodents, and sometimes wild animals,
extant in their natural biological state. However, in many ancient monuments,
along with thousands of finds made of clay, stone and ethmaterials, there are,
although few in number, bone tools. This article focuses on the bone tools,
various objects, bone parts of objects made of other materials and the horns, used
as a raw material found during the excavations of the capital of the gdtom of
TashirDzoraget Lore Fortress in 2022023.

Keywords: monument, excavationszoo archaeology, findings, bone, bone
tool, horn.
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FEATURES OF THE ARCHITECTURAL DEC@HION OF
GAGKASHEN(ST. GRIGOR)

Diana GRIGORYAN

History Museum of Armenia
dianagrigoryan73@gmail.com

The Church of Gagkashen (Surb Grigor), built by the famous architect
Trdat in Ani, the capital of Bagratid Armenia, had unique architectural
composition it replicated the architecture of Zvartnots, an important monument
of early medieval Armenia, and had rich external decoration. This article
attempts to restore the decorative system of the church based on the drawings of
T. Toramanyan, archival photogghs, as well as architectural fragments
preserved among the ruins of the church and analyze it in the context of the
external decoration of the Cathedral, built by the same architect Trdat.

Key words GagkashenTrdat, half-palmette, palmette, swastikaneander,
interlocking circle, geometric ornament, floral ornament, foupetal ornament,
round window framing.
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TYPOLOGICAL FEATURES OF TAYK AND
SURROUNDING AREAS DWELLINGS

Ashot Haykazun GRIGORYAN

NUACA , Doctor of Architecture, Professor, Armenia
ashothaykazun@gmail.com

Ani GRIGORYAN

NUACA , SCAS NAS RA Armenia
ahaykazun@gmail.com

Introduction. The article presents the types of residential houses in Tayk and
neighboring regions according to their plan and spatial, as well as aesthetic features.
Historicalcomparative, as well as the methods of combining and analyzing sources
were ugd in the work. The work presents the architectural features of residential
houses in Tayk and neighboring regions, most of which have not been studied and
have not found their rightful place in the research field dedicated to Armenian
residential housesnany of them are not even known. Parallels have been drawn
with the architectural forms of residential houses in Tayk and various regions of
historical Armenia, showing their commonality with the architecture of residential
houses in other settlements bEtArmenian Highlands. In the study, the types of
Tayk residential houses, their planning and construction features were specified as
well as the typological assortment. The article was written by the joint efforts of the
authors. The architectural part svauthored by A. Haykazu@rigoryan, aesthetic
analysis of residential houses by A. Grigoryan.

Key words. Tayk, Gugark, residential house, typology, plan, decoration.
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THE BAGRATID KOUROPALATES OF TAYK -
KGHARJK IN THE 10TH CENTURY

Liana NAZARYAN
Institute of History NAS RA, PhD in History
Lian_nazaryan@mail.ru

Kouropalate Adarnaselied in 923 leaving behind a legacy that extended to
his four sons. Simultaneously holding the titles of king and kouropalate during his
reign, these titles continued to be passed down through subsequent generations
within his family. The hereditary t&l of kouropalate was occasionally confirmed by
the Byzantine emperor.

Upon examining historical sources, it becomes evident that during the 10th
century, only one member of the Georgian branch of the Bagratids held the position
of kouropalate. While thidtte was typically hereditary, Byzantine emperors would
at times officially confirm or acknowledge the Bagratid prince who had been
granted the title of kouropalate.

According to the findings of this study, it is apparent that Adarnase
Bagratuni, who diedn 961, assumed the role of kouropalate during the latter half of
the 10th century. Following him, his son, known as the kouropalate David the Great
and the lord of Tayk, succeeded to this prestigious title.

Keywords: Kouropalate,Bagrat Magistros, kourdg@ Adarnase, Byzantine
Empire, Tayk, Kgharjk, historian Smbat, kouropalate David the Great, Prince
Vakhushti.
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KAGHAMAKHIK CHURCH IN BERDATSPOR DISTRICT OF
TAYK PROVINCE: NEW HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL

STUDIES
Davit NAHATAKYAN
MESCS NUACA, Chair of ATHH, NAS RA SHCAS, RA, Ph.D in Arch., Armenia,
nahatakyan@gmail.com

Arkadi AKOPOV
NAS. RA. (SHCAS), RA, Ph.D in Hist, Armenia,
arkadonel@gmail.com

The Kaghamakhik Church, situated in the Berdatspor district difitherical
province of Tayk, stands out as a significant exemplar of medieval Armenian
architecture. Our research introduces new historical and architectural investigations
resulting in several noteworthy findings. First and foremost, we have sucogssfull
put forth and substantiated the original name of the church. Furthermore, our work
encompasses comprehensive comparative architectural analyses aimed at elucidatil
the church's design, layout, and spatial characteristics.

In addition to our analyticalreleavors, we present a proposed scheme for the
theoretical restoration of the Kaghamakhik Church. This restoration scheme is base
on the research and ideas put forth by E. Takaishvili. This scheme has beel
developed with historical and architectural evide to provide a clear and grounded
vision for the potential restoration of this historically important structure.

Keywords Tayk, Berdaspor District, Kaghamakhik fields, church, central

domed multi-upside, architectural solutions, scheme of theoreticalsteration.
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THE SYMBOLISIM OF WATER IN CHILDREN'S
FORTY-DAYS' RITUAL
(IN THE FRAME OF THE FIELD WORK CARRIED OUT IN
SHIRAK REGION)

Hasmik MATIKYAN
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies NAS R#D in Philology, Armenia
hasvrej@mail.ru

Aregnaz MELIKSETYAN

Shirak Center for Armenological studies NAS RAArmenia
aregnaz.meliksetyan@mail.ru

In the Shirak region water is used in children's rituals. The symbolic usage of
water in rituals is in the domain of Armenian ethnography.

The Shirak dwellers have abundant resources of paremiological units with
the component ‘water', such as 'The wartbr the man, the water for a child", "May
your child have a long lasting life as water"(Blessing).

The national custom of forty days' ritual is still alive in the Armenian society
due to the strength of tradition. Although some actions related tonérgioned
ritual are not used much now, it must be stated that they have deep roots in th
people's mentality. The best evidence of this is the descriptions of rituals,
superstitions and fragments of ancient beliefs recorded by many narrators.

We performe the research work using the field work approach.
Key words: newborn, birth, water, ritual, custom, tradition, evil, blessing,
prayet
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GOSHAVANK ST. CHURCH OF GOD (1260)
THE PROTOCOL ANDPRINCESSSONTSA KHATUN

Ruben GASPARYAN

Institute of Archeology and Ethnography RA NAGmenia
ruga52@mail.ru

Adorning the northern wall of Nor Getik, also known as the St. Astvatsatsin
Church of Goshavank (built in 1260), is a historical testamensignificant
importance. In compliance with a decree, Archbishop Hovhannes Armanetsi, who
presided over the vast diocese of Northern Armenia, including Haghpat, acted upon
the request of Archbishop Kirakos Gandzaketsi, a revered figure at the Goshavank
monastery. This decree resulted in the monastery severing its ties with its previous
affiliations and transferring ownership to the village of Getik. The primary goal of
this move was to alleviate the tax burden on the liberated Georgian residents of
Getka duing the rule of Princess Gontza Khatun.

Princess Gontza, whose Georgian hame was Gvantsa, hailed from Georgian
origins and was the daughter of Etdv Kakhaberidze of Rachi. Her marital journey
commenced with a union to Grand Prince Avag Zakaryan. Failpiie passing of
Senior Zakarya in 1250, Gontza found herself widowed. Subsequently, she entered
into a marriage with the Georgian King David after some time, and their union bore
a son named Demeter.

However, the years 125B260 brought tumultuous timet® Georgia as
uprisings roiled the land. During this period, Georgian King David, confronted with
these challenges, chose to relinquish his throne and seek refuge in Svanet and
Abkhazia, accompanied by his eldest son, Giorgi. Queen Gontza, perhaps in
Armenia at the time, was left behind in Bjni.

In an attempt to quell the rebellion, the conquering Mongols, led by the tax
collector Arghun, gathered a substantial military force to suppress the uprising. It
was during this time that Arghun managed to appretiementire Armenian family,
including Gontza, her daughter Khoshak, and her newborn son Demeter. This group
also included the great prince Shahnshah | and Khachen prince Hasan Jalal Dola.

In a bid to broker peace, Mongol Khan Hulagu sought to engage i@eorg
King David through Queen Gontza. Influential figures, such as the khan's senior
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lady, Tonghuzhatun, and the esteemed Armenian Enuk Arkun, who held high
regard within the Mongolian court, intervened in efforts at reconciliation.

Keywords: Avak Zakhargn, Khoshak, Shahnshah, Demetreus, Khord,
Georgia
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REFOUNDATION OF THE DIOCESE OF SHIRAK AND ITS
ACTIVITIES IN THE XI -XV CENTURIES

Ashot MANUCHARYAN
Institute ofArcheology and Ethnography of NAS RA, Phb History, Armenia
ashot.manucharyan.1959@mail.ru

The Shirak diocese held a significant historical position as one of the earliest
Armenian bishopricsdating back to the first 12 or 13 Armenian bishoprics. The
inaugural diocesan leader was Arsukes, and it was established by St. Gregory the
llluminator. However, at a later point in time, Shirak was integrated into the
Bishopric of Arsharunyats, where émained until the middle of the 11th century.

Subsequently, the Shirak bishopric was reestablished in 1072 and continued
to function until the midl5th century. The focal point of this diocese was the
Church of the Holy Apostles located in the capital @fyAni. Within the Shirak
diocese, a second bishop served as an assistant to and successor of the diocesan
head, eventually assuming the role of diocesan bishop. Primary sources, primarily
derived from lapidary inscriptions, have preserved the nameseofaodozen and a
half bishops who led ArShirak. Many of them belonged to the Pahlavuni Apirat
family, with Barsegh Anetsi notably ascending to the position of Catholicos of All
Armenians from 1105 to 1113.

The leaders of the Shirak diocese held a prontirmsition within the
Armenian Church and played a substantial role not only in the spiritual life of Ani
and Shirak but also in the spiritual life of Armenia and the Armenian Cilician
kingdom. These leaders contributed to the construction of churcleesedtoration
of damaged monasteries, and the elimination of church taxes. An intriguing
historical note is that in 1216, Bishop Gregory | abolished a tax for the deceased,
amounting to 11 drams, which had been imposed equally on both the wealthy and
the less affluent.

Furthermore, an inscription from Archbishop Gregory Il in 1277 attests to the
existence of gender equality in medieval Armenia, as it stipulated that in the event of
divorce, the divorced party, whether male or female, was obligated toetransf of
their property to the other party. During the period of the Shirak bishopric,
particularly in the 13th century, the monasteries and churches of Shirak experienced
a period of prosperity and growth.
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Il MmOl §j dz20 BOljtedOdzy dd3i s hdmnfmw- o dac
Mosd-HO®o COL O, fHosmMdziyxdoojsmy dL Ekzydddzsfls
sy Mizihiddd fJtsydoeOrhds dzO HOdzdzs?2 Isj to
@Bty oOrvwodz dzgdw OSIszOdz dzsfplsd dL BtcOdzades2 I
C@OLMEB2 Mjd § fesdmMasHdb fgdoy § 3 dedg ¢ dgg »
co¢ 9 dzlz Iste j dzdzd J , sO¢ d odz hdedj fd d3sj 2 dz
fSHtGEGOLH] ZO Oolstste BESL &ZOYOJIs M J ydw dyd i
COaCOLMEBSEs ddzHdoa dHO. Css fsLotsdwjil j
sittedlststedd B detsfls dd Mt s taxpugi Gy CAflsds MW © CCls © d3
L Isdesmtse. yvIsts d ftesdmMatsHdl o OBl Mt
MteiHd OHTéEBe (YitbjMmse) MmMEel sdsmMO yj sy

sdzs Yy or j: mMadeo®OL, {1 Idtsf, Ckdz skte®, M
Y te€ jmMsg 02 .

THE CENTURIES -OLD MIXING OF
CAUCASIAN ETHNIC GROUPS
(Based on the Experience of the Circassian Armenians)

Marziyat BIDANOK

Adygea Republic Research Institute for the Humanities named after T.M. Kerashev, Doctor
of Philology, Russia
marziyatbidanok@mail.ru

Based on the material of ethnographic works available concerning the
Caucasus, the article gives a review of the studies concerning the mutual mixing of
nations living in this territory. Further, as the relevance of the chosen topic is

144


mailto:marziyatbidanok@mail.ru
mailto:marziyatbidanok@mail.ru

’ _ P8 B, B B, ~ _ << Y _ Y 2 Yo _ -
C > C )

revealed, the artiel highlights interpersonal relationships in the Caucasian family,
including both internal and external family relations. Within this subsection, the
author designates specific features inherent in the character of the Caucasia
individual. This allows himo talk about the community existing on the territory and
refer to the historical facts of the mixing of ethnic groups, specifically related to the
subethnic group of the Circassian Armenians (Cherkesogays) who have been living
among the Adyghe people (Cassians).

Keywords: Caucasus, ethnos, culture, mixing, Circassian, Armenian,
Cherkesogays (Circassian Armenians)
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B 5L dZOyJ dz Hdzw L sdesctcOW tseo o  ColQyjhjlseoty
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CAUCASIAN IDENTITY IN BOTH CHRONICLE AND
GLOBALIZED ENVIRONMENTS (BASED ON THE
EXPERIENCE OF CIRCASSIAN ARMENIANS)

Fatimet KHUAKO

Maykop State Technological University, Doctor of Philology Russian Federation
fatimah2@mail.ru

In the context of the multinational ancient Caucasus, the serious stress of &
tangible and soldered ethnic unity was the promotion of their own original events.
Circassogai, as interested neighbor¢hef Circassians here, paid special attention to
participation in the development and containment of territorial brands from time
immemorial. Thus, we can say: linguistic, as well as ethnographic especially often
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Caucasian nations for centuries prevail the processes of their development.
Centuries of unchanging wars that have lasted here and continue in the
neighborhood up to the present day, could not but affect the North Caucasian
prototype, analyzing which the author sorts through the qualities ardladiees the
image of the Caucasian mountaineer in the world consciousness. lllustrating the
generalization on the examples of the Adyghe life that adopted the Circassogays, the
author cites and generalizes the events of the activity, cultural life afe®dgnd its
inhabitants. Having reviewed the history of the resettlement of Circassian
Armenians in the Caucasus and embracing their adaptation here, the author of
surveys on the prevalence of the original Caucasian identity, shared by the settlers.

Key words: Caucasus, ethnic identity, Armenian migrations, Circassian
Armenians, history, globalization, originality
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SHIRAK IN THE IV -XVIIl CENTURIES
(historical review)

Armen HAYRAPETYAN
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS RRD in History, Armenia
armenani@mail.ru

The province of Shirak, initially granted by Trdat Il to the Kamsarians,
managed to maintain its integrity as an administrative and political entity despite the
tumultuous political developments in the region. This continuity endured until the
conclusion ofthe 18" century. However, significant changes occurred as a
consequence of the Turkigtersian conflicts, leading to the division of the province
into Eastern and Western parts, each with its distinct histepadalcal events and
fates.

The study relie on a methodological framework that prioritizes the objective
utilization of archival materials, the analysis of historical sources, and the
application of the historicadomparative method to offer an unbiased portrayal of
events. Through a comparativeadysis of primary sources, the administrative and
political landscape of the Shirak province within the broader context of the Hayrarat
province of Great Armenia from the 4th to the 18th centuries is elucidated.

The findings of the study challenge prei@il narratives in Armenian
historiography. Specifically, the notion that the transition of Shirak from the
Kamsarakans to the Bagratids occurred through a transaction of purchase and sale
debunked. Instead, it is revealed that the Bagratids initidisrdited the province
from Arab tribes and subsequently compensated the Kamsarakans financially
Additionally, the study refutes the erroneous belief, entrenched in Armenian
historiography, that Eastern Shirak was annexed to the Yerevan khanate in the 18t
century. It establishes that the Shoragyal Sultanate was, in fact, a part of the Yereva
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Khanate during the reign of Z&han, who held the position of Yerevan Khan until
1670, providing robust evidence to support this claim.

Keywords: Shirak, Arsharunik,Gavar, Bagratuni, Kamsarak, domination,
Yerevan khanate, administrative composition, Shoragyal.
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BELIEFS AND LOCAL LEGENDS ABOUT FAMOUS
SAINTS AND SANCTUARIES IN THE SHIRAK REGION

Karine SAHAKYAN
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS RA,
Shirak State University, PhD,Armenia,
sahakyanani@mail.ru

Roza HOVHANNISYAN
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS, Armenia
vard-rosa@mail.ru

The beliefs, local legends, and sagas surrounding the renowned saints,
shrines, holy waters, and potent springs in the Shirak region are regarded as
significant manifestations of the regional belgfstem. The prominence of saints
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and shrines in Shirak has seen a notable increase, particularly following the
settlement of numerous immigrants from diverse regions of Western Armenia, such
as Upper Hayk, Kars, Bassen, Alashkert, Mush, and others. Teseomers
brought with them their folk beliefs and notions pertaining to their places of origin.

In accordance with these folk beliefs, saints and holy places serve a crucial
role, believed to possess miraculous, protective attributes, and the abiligalto h
various ailments. Virtually every settlement within the Shirak region boasts its own
native saints and sanctuaries, each bearing names that reflect their primary attribute
and functions.

Within the scope of the "Fragments of Shirak's Oral Culturefeptooral
conversations were predominantly documented. In analyzing this material, the
historicalcomparative method was applied, underscoring the remarkable
ethnological significance of the beliefs and local legends concerning saints, shrines
holy wates, and potent springs in the Shirak region. These narratives offer valuable
insights into the cultic aspects of folk shrines and sanctuaries, as well as the deey
seated devotion of the Armenian people to their ancestors and native sacred sites.

Key words: belief, popular perception, local legend, sanctuary, powerful

spring, sacred function, the Holy Scriptures.
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ASHUGH ART OF ALEXANDRAPOL AND TRADE UNION
TRADITION

Grigor AGHANYAN
Institute of Archeology and Ethnography of NAS RAArmenia

aghanyan@mail.ru

Hasmik HARUTYUNYAN

Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS RA, PhD of Arts, Armenia
Hasmik.har@mail.ru

The city of Alexandropol played significant role in the development of the
Armenian urban culture, particularly in the realm of the Ashugh tradition. This
tradition had its origins in the artismommercial cities of Western Armenia which
underwent a unique evolution in Alexandropol. Tty became a hub for Ashughs
(traditional Armenian troubadours) and musicians who brought with them the rich
traditions of Western Armenian Ashugh art.

As a result, Alexandropol became a thriving center for Ashughs, fostering the
preservation of WesterArmenian traditions and ensuring their continuity in the
face of new everyday and cultural realities. The Ashugh community in Alexandropol
organized and regulated the activities of various troupes in the city, contributing to
its cultural development anarmal functioning.

However, in the latter part of the 19th century, particularly in the last quarter,
internal disagreements arose within the Alexandropol Ashugh community, often
stemming from religious differences. These disagreements weakened and
fragmened what was once a famous and cohesive structure.

Nevertheless, the Alexandropol Ashugh center had already been established
and developed in response to historical, political, and cultural processes. It played a
vital role in meeting the demands of thebfic and in preserving and advancing the
Ashugh tradition within the city and the broader Armenian cultural landscape.
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THE 1926 EARTHQUAKE OF LENINAKAN AND THE
HISTORY OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW CITY IN
THE EARLY SOVIET PERIOD

Inga AVAGYAN
Shirak Center for Armenological Studies of NAS RA,
"Kumayri" HistoricalCultural Preservdluseum, PhD, Associate professarmenia,
inga.avagyan.76@mail.ru

The objective of this article is to rekindle the memory and experiences of the
Soviet era within the welpreserved domain of the "Kumayri" histogaltural
preservemuseum, as it waguided by the principles of the 1980s. It aims to
reintroduce and invigorate systematic efforts for the protection and restoration of
historical monuments by reestablishing restoration workshops in the Leninakan area.
These workshops will be equipped wittie necessary resources and staff, including
builders, craftsmen, and architects. Furthermore, the article seeks to nurture a new
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generation of specialists in the fields of Alexandrapol and Leninakan culture,
ensuring the preservation of cherished tradgirom potential oblivion.

Within the context of this article, the early Soviet architectural heritage of
Leninakan will be highlighted, emphasizing the significance of safeguarding this
cultural legacy. In the current era, where numerous countries wdddimcluding
the Republic of Armenia, are diligently promoting tourism development, it becomes
increasingly vital to formulate a methodical approach for the consistent preservation
of cultural heritage. Additionally, there is a need to reevaluate anateiplok legal
framework governing the protection of historical monuments, especially within the
"Kumayri" preservemuseum, to adapt to the evolving requirements of heritage
conservation in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Leninakan, Soviet architecture hKKajaznuni, D. Chisliev, M.
Mazmanyan, G. Sargsyan, 1926 Leninakan earthquake.
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MODERN MIGRATION PROCESSES
OF SHIRAK REGION

Artashes BOYAJYAN

Shirak Center of Armenological Studies NAS RA, PhD in Histonymenia
a.boyajyan@mail.ru

The article presents the migration processes oftliemk Marz population
in the 20", last and 2% centuries. We have identified the soeiconomic, historical
and demographic factors influencing migration procesddse chronological
breakdown of migration processés highlighted in the paperBased onfield
ethnographic materials and official statistical data, the amount of income difference
between labor migrants and the employed population of the region was given. The
primary sources for the study were the results of censuses, the data of the R/
National Statistical Committee, and field ethnographic materials. The characteristics
of migration processes of the population of the region were given in the article.

It should be emphasized thatorresponding research work othe
population migratiorof the Shirak marz has not been carried oatil now. The
purpose of this article is to present the Shirak narkz9882022 based on official
statistical data, field ethnographic materials and scientific literature related to the
topic. Our aim is to analyzeht quantitative and qualitative changes of the external
and internal migration flows of the populatiamd evaluatehe demographic and
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socioeconomic consequences of the migration processesighlightng the
migration problemsndpresentinghe possibities of overcoming them

Key words: migration, immigration, emigration, foreign work, migration
balance, migration flows, rate of migration, population movement, permanent
migration, temporary migration.
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ON THE LOCATION AND CURRENT CONDITION OF THE
HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS OF
VOKAGHE DISTRICT

Arkad i AKOPOV

Shirak Center of Armenological Studies NAS RA, Armenia,
arkadonel@gmail.com

David NAHATAKYAN
Shirak Center of Armenological Studies NAS RA, NUACA, Armenia,
davit.nahatakan@gmail.com

Armen HAYRAPETYAN

Shirak Center of Armenological Studies NAS RA, Armenia,
armenani@mail.ru

The Vokaghe District, situated within thestorical province of Tayk in
Greater Armenia, is nestled in the basin of the upper and middle reaches of the
Tortum River, along with its numerous tributaries. Some of the most notable
examples of Vokaghe's rich historical and cultural heritage incheleturches of
Maskur, Ktskha, Surbohan, and Aygek, as well as the fortresses of Odik, Charnes,
Tortum, Lskav, Nikhagh. Additionally, the villages of Gekhik and Vardishen have
been renowned since the early Middle Ages for their remarkable monuments.

This work employs historicadomparative methods, as well as techniques
for comparing and analyzing primary sources. It presents histanichitectural
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monuments of the Vokaghe district within the historical Tayk region, most of which
have not only beeroverlooked in Armenian studies but remain completely
unknown. We conducted spatial and osteometric studies on these monuments ar
conducted a comprehensive analysis of their charatitati The paper also provides

a thorough examination of the topograpifynearly all the district's monuments and
includes a comparative analysis of data gathered during the 2023 fieldwork with
existing literature. Furthermore, the architectural features of these monuments hav
been elucidated.

This article is the result otollaborative efforts by the authors. The
historical portion was authored by A. Akopov and A. Hayrapetyan, while the
architectural section was written by D. Naatakyan.

Key words: Tayk, Chorokh, Odik, Surbohan, Tortum, castle, church, Armenians.
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